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R University Grants Commission
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Prof. Manish R. Joshi (Ministry of Education, Govt. of India)

Secretary
D.0O.No. 2-9/2026(CPP-Il) (C.178092) 12 3=, 1948/ 2™ April, 2026

Subject: Adoption of Anganwadi Centres by Universities and Integration with academic
programmes -reg.

AT AEIAT/AGIST,

Kindly refer to the communication received from the Ministry of Women & Child Development
(MWCD) (copy enclosed) regarding adoption of Anganwadi Centres by Universities and
Integration with academic programmes as per outcome of the 5th National Conference of Chief
Secretaries (NCCS) held on the theme “Early Childhood Education: Laying the Foundation”.

In this context, Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) are encouraged to actively engage with
nearby Anganwadi Centres to strengthen Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) for
children aged 3-6 years, while enhancing experiential learning, professional exposure, and a
sense of social responsibility among students.

HEls are requested to:

1. Adopt five to six nearby Anganwadi Centres for long-term mentorship and community
engagement;

2. Integrate Anganwadi engagement into academic fieldwork, internship programmes,
dissertations, or structured community outreach activities of students.
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Anil Malik, 1As.
Secretary

Tel.: 011-23383586, 23386731

Fax: 011-23381495
E-mail: secy.wcd@nic.in

D.O. No. ECCE/8/2026-CPMU

Deow Dv Vined Jogbni

As you are aware, during the recently concluded 5™ National Conference of Chief
Secretaries (NCCS), “Early Childhood Education: Laying the Foundation” was one of the
themes. The NITI Aayog has now released the minutes of this Conference.

" It was suggested that universities & colleges should be encouraged to "adopt"” 5 to 6
local Anganwadis for sustained mentorship and social service initiative. In this context,
authorities of colleges and universities, particularly from disciplines such as Education,
Social Work, Nutrition, Public Health, Child Development, Psychology and Social Welfare
should integrate structured Anganwadi engagement into the fieldwork, internships,
dissertations, or community outreach programmes of their students.

3. Under this framework, adopted Anganwadi Centres would receive continuous
academic and field-level mentoring through supervised student visits, with a primary focus
on strengthening Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) for children in the 3-6 years
age group. Such engagement will enhance experiential learning and professional exposure
for students, foster a spirit of community service and social responsibility in them, and
simultaneously, provide sustained academic and human resource support to Anganwadi
Centres in improving overall quality of ECCE services.

4, Therefore, | request you to kindly issue appropriate advisory that all public and
private colleges and universities under the Central and State Governments to:

i.  Adopt five to six nearby Anganwadi Centres for long-term mentorship and community
engagement; and

ii. ~ Mandatorily integrate Anganwadi engagement into the academic fieldwork, internship
programmes, dissertations or structured community outreach activities of their
students.

8. I look forward to your kind cooperation and expeditious action in this matter.

Yours sircerely,

Je(He)

Dr. Vineet Joshi (4>
Secretary, Department of Higher Education,

Ministry of Education,

Shastri Bhawan,

New Delhi.

Shastri Bhawan, Dr. Rajendra Prasad Road, New Delhi-110 001
Website: http://www.wed.nic.in





