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In compliance with Section 18 of the UGC Act, 1956 (N0.3 of 1956) * we have the honodr to
sent to the Central Government the Annual Report of the University Grants Commission

pre
e both the Houses of Parliament.

for the year 1990-91 1o be laid befor
INTRODUCTION

The University Grants Commission was establishd by an Act of Parliament. Section 12 of the
UGC Act 1956 calls upon the Commission “to take in consultation with the universities or
other bodies concerned, all such steps as it may think fit for the promotion and coordination
of the university education and for the determinaticn and maintenance of standards of
teaching, examination and research in universities." Accordingly, the Commission has
statutory authority of recommending to universities the measures necessary forimprovement
of education and also advise them to take necessary action in that regard. This also enjoins
upon the Commission to enquire into the financial needs of universities and allocate/disburse
funds for the development of the infrastructural facilities and other components of the

university system.

The Commission has identified the foliowing elements which help the university sector
develop its academic leadership :

1. Courses ofgfidies.
2. Quality of students and scholars.
3. Special Assistance Programmes.

4. Faculty improvement.

5. Infrastructural facilities including library, laboratory and other campus facilities.
6. Identification of research areas and funding.

7. Extension activities.

8. Common services and facilities.

9. National level tests.

* The University Grants Commission Act 1956 (Act No.3 of 1956) as amended

upto 1st October, 1984.




10. Educational opportunities for women and weaker sections of society.

In all the above areas, the Commission has contributed a great deal by making important
recommendations which have been widely accepted in the university system. Such exer-
cises are not one time, but continuing ones and the improvements/corrections to these
recommendations continue to flow from the Commission. In making the recommendations,
the UGC does not take a superior position over the university system, but holds consultations
with over 7000 academics of the university system every year through meetings, nation-
al/regional seminars and visiting committees. The role of UGC is that of a coordinator and
promoter of the cooperative mechanism of the academics of the university system which
help the universities to develop excellence in the frontier areas of knowledge and maintain
their academiic leadership in the country. There are many recommendations, given in the
following paragraphs, which have been fully operationalised in regard to the above stated
components.

a) National test for junior research fellows/ lecturers assures the quality of manpower inputs
to the university system and, in turn, helps the universities to maintain the standards of
teaching and research in an indirect manner.

b) 1Inalmost all subject areas, over 1000 academics from the university system have helped
the UGC to design standard teaching courses through national seminars etc. These’
include courses in Futurology to take care of emerging trends in specific areas. Model
curricula have been designed for various subjects through Curriculum Development
Centres.

c) For orientation of teaching staft to keep pace with the fast expanding knowledge, the
UGC has commissioned 48 Academic Staff Colleges which are monitored centrally for
deciding the extent and the number of courses to be organised by these colleges. The
scheme has been assessed through an expert committee.

) On the advice of expert groups and on the basis of the discussions the Commission
holds with the university faculty, substantial sums of money have been provided to the
universities and to selected departments under COSIST and Special Assistance
Programmes to upgrade their laboratories.

e) When the Commission felt that it would need very large financial resources for
strengthening some of the science laboratories of the university system and that too for
more than one university inthe same subject area, amendment of the UGC Act was made
in 1984 to obtain under Clause 12(CCC) an authority for establishing common facilities.
The Commission has consequently established Inter-University Centres in several
areas.One of them, the Nuclear Science Centre, is a unique facility which has been set
up on JNU campus and has recently been commissioned for use. An Inter University
Consortium for using the DAE facilities has also been established. Several others are in
the offing.

f) The INFLIBNET programme adds another dimension to the role of the UGC in evolving

a computer communication network for linking libraries and information centres in
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universities, deemed universities, institutions of national importance, UGC information
centres, R & D institutions and colleges so that they could optimally utilise their resources
for the benefit of the academic community at large. This would also provide mutual
interaction to academics in widely separéted locations.

The Commission has been emphasising the need to decentralise authority and confer
autonomy to university departments and colleges with a view to create an elastic and
dynamic system for promotion of innovation in teaching and reaearch and to ensure
efficient functioning of centres of academic excellence.

The Countrywide Classroom Programme of the Commission has effectively utilised the
TV network to take high quality university-level education to rural, semi-urban and even
the remotest parts of the country. More than three-fourth of the programmes telecast

are from Indian sources.

Women'’s studies programmes have been incorporated in the university system with the
objective of utilising women's full potential as human resource for national development
and changing the present attitude and values in society regarding women's role and

rights.

Within the broad components mentioned above, the thrust areas pursued during the year
1990-91 have been as follows:

1. Inter-University Centres and Consortiums.

2. Distance Education.
3. Academic Staff Colleges for orientation of teachers.

4. Alternative models of management focussing on aspects like universit\) autonomy,
accountability, planning, funds and inter-relationship between university, state govern-

ment and the UGC.
5. Special Assistance Programmes.
6. Eligibility test for recruitment of lecturers.

7. Strengthening the infrastructure of science and technology by bringing in more
departments for support.

8. Superconductivity and condensed matter science.

9. Adult Education and the National Literacy Mission.

10. Enhanced facilities for scheduled castes/tribes, minorities and women.




